Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/05/01 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605380001-2

NEW YORK TIMES

ARTICLE 11 December 1985

ON PAGEAESE_ |
\Reagan to Press Ahead With PIan to Provide

Ald to Angola Rebels

By SUSAN F. RASKY ;
C\Specu! -to-The-New-York~ Txmu“f

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 — The Rea-
gan Admlmstratxon intends to téll the

Administration officials have pubhcly
expressed sympathy for Mr. Savimbi's
rebel movement and its struggle

elligence commitiees

niext month that It plans to provide $15
fhillion in covert aig for rebuls fighting

against what the United States has
called “Soviet-Cuban adventurism’’ in
Angola.

the Marxist Government of Kngola,
inistration an Congressiona

| sources said today.
Administration ofhclals said Secre-

tary of State George P. Shultz had ap-'
proved the aid proposal before he left
on Monday for a 10-day trip to Europe.
But it was uncertain when the assist-

ance would actually start flowing to the '

rebels, known as the National Union for
the Total Independence of Angola and
led by Jonas Savimbi.

The Congressional sources said sen-
ior members of the intelligence panels
and the Senate Forei lfelauons and-

House Forei Affairs _Committees

have been En'eni’Ea over the last several

The United States has estimated that
there are about 27,000 Cuban combat
troops in Angola and about 7,000 to 8,000
Cuban military trainers and advisers.
A senior State Department official said
today that the Angolan Government
had received “‘something of the magni-
tude of $2 billion over the past two

7 Since that time Mr. Shultz and other °

years’’ in Soviet weapons and matériel
and that over 1,000 Soviet advisers
were present in the country.

up control of Angola in 1975, the United
States provided covert aid to Mr.
Savimbi’s forces. The Savimbi forces
were engaged in a civil war with the

weeks on the Administration’s plans.

The Administration needs no ap-
proval from Congress to provide such
aid and is required only to report its in-
tentions to the intelligence committees,
which may offer advice.

A Congressional source said he ex-
pected the issue to be ‘‘a very conten-
tious one,”” particularly in the House.
'He said a number of Republicans as
well as Democrats are uncomfortable
with the idea of covert aid.

covert aid is rarely dis-
cussed in. public, the Administration
T was leaning in this di-
rection. President Reagan himself, in

Soviet and Cuban backed Popular

la, the group that eventually came to
power. In late 1975, however, Congress
barred further aid to the Savimbi
group, which has since gained control

tis adjacent to Namibia.

Last summer, Congress repealed the
law barring aid to the rebels, and over
the last several months the Adminis-
tration has been involved in an inten-
sive policy review on how best to assist
Mr. Savimbi. According to some Con-
gressional Sources, Mr. Shultz is hop-
ing to use the covert aid as leverage to

an interview wi -
nists last month after his return from
the Geneva summit meeting, said his
Administration favored the covert aid
" approach over the open economic and
military assistance proposed by some
members of Congress.

region that would lead to paralle] with-
drawals by the Cuban troops from An-
ola and by South Africa from Namib-

ia, which It controls in defiance of a
11978 United Nations resolution.

Movement for the Liberation of Ango-

For a brief time after Portugal gave

of an area in southeastern Angola that ,

obtain a negotiated settlement in the -
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